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I Background

This resource provides guidance for septic system users before, during, and after winter
weather. Understanding your septic system type, location, and components before
winter weather occurs will make this guide more useful. Please visit neha.org to access

educational resources for septic system users.




I Before the Winter

Always keep your septic system well maintained; a well-maintained septic system
is better able to withstand the stresses of winter weather. If you live in an area that
commonly experiences winter weather, take these steps to protect your septic system.

- Know and document all components of your septic system. Take photos of the
connections and system components. These photos will be helpful if components
are destroyed and you need to replace them or fle insurance claims. Make sure your
photos and/or documents include:

Septic tank location

Septic system records or drawings

Electrical components

- Check for and repair any leaking plumbing Fxtures. Small trickles of water can
freeze within the pipe and eventually cause the pipe to freeze solid.

- Let the grass in your lawn get longer in the late summer/fall over the tank and
soil treatment area to provide extra insulation.

- Consider wrapping your pipes with heat tape if you have high-e®¥ciency
appliances that generate small amounts of water.

- Make sure the land around the manhole covers is sloped downwards so that
snow melt fows away from the system

- Avoid compacting the soil around the system. Compacted soil provides less
insulation than uncompacted soil. Never allow vehicle tra®c or livestock above the
tanks or on the drain feld.

Check with a septic system service professional before doing any landscaping






I During the Winter

If you hear water constantly running into a pump tank or the pump turning
on and oF your system may be frozen. Shut of your pump and call a septic system




OTHER SYSTEMS
If you have an advanced treatment unit or any other type of onsite wastewater treatment
system not addressed above, contact a septic system service professional or your local
health department.



I Temporary Toilets

If your septic system appears to be damaged and cannot be used, one option is a temporary
toilet. Only use a temporary toilet if there are no functioning toilets available and the
winter weather is expected to last several days.

- Temporary toilets options include:

Check to see if you can stay somewhere else that has working water and sewer.

Contract a PortaPotty for temporary use.

Modify your own toilet:
Shut off the water valve to the toilet. If you can't close it, try another option.
Flush out any water still in the bowl (the toilet shouldn't refill when the
valve is closed).
Line your toilet bowl (under the seat) with a plastic kitchen garbage bag
inside of another kitchen bag.
Into the inner bag, put some Kitty litter, dry peat moss, lime, or
something similar that will absorb liquid and may reduce odors.
Avoid mixing urine and fecal material if possible. This will limit odors
and urine is generally much safer for disposal if not mixed with fecal material.
After using the toilet, close the inner plastic bag with a plastic tie or
other method.
Wash or sanitize your hands after toilet use and waste handling. Keep

SOURCES
https://septic.umn.edu/septic-system-owners/maintenance/freezing-problems
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