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Guidance for Septic Systems Before, 
During, and After a Wildfire

This resource provides guidance for septic system users before, during, and after a 
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During the Wildfire

- Follow emergency and evacuation advice for your area. 

- Eliminate all non-essential water use and flush toilets as little as possible if 
evacuation is not needed. 

- Try to find other toilets if your septic system is damaged. If there are no 
functioning toilets available see the guidance on temporary toi
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      Professional System Inspection 

Consult with a septic system service professional to determine if an inspection 
is needed before using the septic system again. An inspection by a septic system 
service professional may include:

 Open all parts of the system (sewage 
tanks, drop boxes, anywhere there is 
access to system components) and 
assess whether ash or vegetative 
debris has entered the system. All 
sewage tanks should be pumped and 
cleaned out.

 Check for damage to above and below 
ground septic system components. 
Wet spots, sewage odors, or disruptive 
sounds from mechanical components 
may signal structural issues. 

  Make sure wastewater moves between 
the parts of the system as intended. 

 Check for damage to piping where 
pipes enter the home

 Make sure that inspection ports are 
free of blockage and damage. Replace 
and secure septic tank manhole covers 
as needed.

 Check the drain field and the area 
over the septic tank for damage from 
fallen debris or firefighting equipment. 
Repair with sod or seeding to provide 
good plant cover.

 If your property was damaged, a 
month after the system is restarted, 
schedule a follow-up visit to check for 
proper operation.

OTHER SYSTEMS
If you have an advanced treatment unit or any other type of onsite wastewater treatment 
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SOURCES
https://www.elpasocountyhealth.org/sites/default/files/files/services/Water-Quality/Wells%20and%20Onsite%20Wastewa-

ter%20Treatment%20Systems%20(Septic%20Systems)%20after%20a%20Fire06%2015%2013.pdf 
http://www.ngwa.org/Media-Center/Documents/mt-factsheet-114-wildfires-wells-septics.pdf 

http://www.cdhd.wa.gov/Air%20Quality%20and%20Fires/Docs/Protecting%20Health%20After%20a%20Wildfire%206-29-15.pdf 
http://legacy.azdeq.gov/environ/water/dw/download/wildfires.pdf 




