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During a wildfire in your area, there’s risk of a power outage, even if fire doesn’t reach your home. That 
can affect your water and sewage treatment systems. 

If you have a pump and motor in your sewage treatment system: 

�9 Make sure you’ve turned the pump’s power off at the electrical panel during a power outage. 

�9 When your power is restored you must, for safety’s sake, have your electrical panel inspected 
before you turn power on to your pump. 

�9 Your septic tank and pump tank will work as holding tanks.  If you’ve lost water service, and you 
haul water to flush toilets, there shouldn’t be sewage back-ups into your home or sewage 
overflowing out of your septic tank.  How long this will work depends upon how many flushes and 
how full your tanks were when the emergency began. 

 
PREPARE YOURSELF AND YOUR CUSTOMERS FOR EMERGENCIES 
Do you know enough about your sewer and water systems? 

�;  What if one works and the other doesn’t? 

�;  Do you own one, both, or neither?  Who’s responsible? Do you know how to contact them? 

�;  Do they work by gravity or pressure? (Do you need power for one or both to work?) 

�;  Will the water valve on your toilet close completely? 

�;  Do you know where your drainfield is?  (Don’t let anyone drive on and damage it!) 

�;  Where are your electrical panel, tanks, pumps, and pipes located? 

�;  How will you shut the power off safely when an outage happens? 

�;  Do you have necessary supplies on hand if you remain in your home? 
  

Prevent back -ups into your house and ov erflows from your septic tank.  
Minimize indoor water  use if: 

�x You have a generator for your well an d not for your septic system.  
�x Your water system is supplying water, but you don’t have power to 

your sewage pump.  
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