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�x Increase state, local, tribal, and territorial government agency involvement in federal advisory 
work groups dedicated to decreasing the occurrence of foodborne disease (e.g., Partnership for 
Food Protection, Conference for Food Protection, etc.). 

 
�x Increase educational outreach efforts to consumers and training outreach efforts to the food 

industry (ranging from frontline employees to management and executive staff) about how to 
prevent foodborne illness. 

 
�x Implement standardization of inspection techniques for retail food regulatory personnel based 

on the current version of the FDA Food Code to ensure uniformity across jurisdictions. 
 

�x Use systems analysis concepts including hazard analysis critical control point (HACCP) principles 
to control biological, chemical, physical, and radiological hazards in food through all stages of 
the farm-to-table food continuum and root cause analysis to evaluate the reasons for foodborne 
disease outbreaks or food contamination events. 

 
�x Selectively employ individuals with designations such as Registered Environmental Health 

Specialist/Registered Sanitarian (REHS/RS), Certified in Comprehensive Food Safety (CCFS), 
Certified Professional–Food Safety (CP-FS), Certified in Food Safe
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According to CDC, it is estimated that approximately 48 million people in the U.S. become sick from a 
domestically acquired foodborne illness annually. Of these, 128,000 are hospitalized and 3,000 die 
(Scallan, Griffin, et al., 2011; Scallan, Hoekstra, et al., 2011). The economic impact of foodborne illness 
has been estimated at $152 billion annually for direct medical care and loss of quality of life (Scharff, 
2010). This number is likely an underestimate of the total cost as it fails to account for other societal 
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