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The��National��Environmental��Health��Association��(NEHA)��represents��more��than��6,700��governmental,��
private,��academic,��and��uniformed��services��sector��environmental��health��professionals��in��the��U.S.��and��its��
territories��and��internationally.��NEHA��is��the��profession’s��strongest��advocate��for��excellence��in��the��practice��
of��environmental��health��as��it��delivers��on��its��mission��to��build,��sustain,��and��empower��an��effective��
environmental��health��workforce.��
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Over��the��past��50��years,��tattooing��has��evolved��from��a��stereotyped��subculture��to��commonplace.��In��the��
U.S.,��21%��of��adults��have��a��tattoo,��which��has��increased��from��16%��in��2003��(Braverman,��2012).��The��use��of��
permanent��cosmetics,��and��more��specifically��microblading,��has��also��risen��in��popularity��during��this��time.��
Microblading��is��a��relatively��new��type��of��permanent��cosmetic��procedure��that��falls��under��the��definition��of��
tattooing.��Microblading��is��performed��with��a�� �� ��4n8 Tfcon0 TD
0 Tc
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/TT8 1 Tf
.2245 0 TD
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��
Other��complications��that��can��occur��from��eyebrow��tattooing��include��reactions��resulting��in��noninfectious��
or��infectious��granulomas��(raised��and��reddened��tissue)��that��can��spread��beyond��the��tattooed��area��
(Greywal��&��Cohen,��2016;��Ro��&��Lee,��1991).��Granuloma��reactions��can��occur��regularly��and��without��
warning.��Previous��skin��tattoos��in��other��areas��have��not��been��shown��to��predict��or��influence��the
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ineffective��aftercare��are��major��risk��factors��for��tattoo��related��infections��(Dieckmann��et��al.,��2016).��



 
  

 
 
 
www.neha.org  

Page 5 of 7 

��
Increased��regulation��of��tattooing��has��been��shown��to��decrease��incidents��of��infection��and

https://theharrispoll.com/new-york-n-y-february-23-2012-there-is-a-lot-of-culture-and-lore-associated-with-tattoos-from-ancient-art-to-modern-expressionism-and-there-are-many-reasons-people-choose-to-get-or-not-get-p/
http://www.cosmetictattoo.org/article/microblading-first-things-first.html
http://www.cosmetictattoo.org/article/regulatory-issues-microblading.html
https://www.fda.gov/cosmetics/cosmetic-products/tattoos-permanent-makeup-fact-sheet
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http://northcentralhealthdistrict.org/microblading-public-health-and-the-law
https://www.komu.com/news/lack-of-regulations-for-permanent-makeup-raises-eyebrows/article_a68f0aa1-846b-5b64-b751-9e70481c0d0b.html
https://www.pewtrusts.org/en/research-and-analysis/blogs/stateline/2017/06/14/explosion-in-tattooing-piercing-tests-state-regulators
http://www.oar.state.ok.us/viewhtml/175_10-7-29.htm


 
  

 
 

https://www.spcp.org/information-for-technicians/spcp-guidelines/microblading-fact-sheet

