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Registration and Sponsors 

Time Topic Location

7:00–5:00pm Registration and Sponsors Foyer

Welcome and Opening Remarks 

8:00–8:30am Speakers: Dr. Marie-Claire Rowlinson, Bureau Chief, Florida Bureau 
of Public Health Laboratories and Dr. Paula Thaqi, Director, Florida 
Department of Health, Broward County, Florida 
Moderator: Anna Newton (CDC)

Salon A, B, C, D, E

Combined Session I: Lessons Learned from a Multistate Outbreak — 
Listeria Outbreak Linked to Meats Sliced at Delis 

8:30–10:00am Speakers: Erin Kafka (MD), Sophia Wozny (MD), Terence Moore (MD), 
Lauren Turner (VA), MaryBeth DeMarco (VA), Erik Bungo (VA), Doug 
Noveroske (FSIS), Amanda Conrad (CDC)
Moderators: Matt Wise (CDC), Kimberly Stockdale (FL) 

Salon A, B, C, D, E

10:00–10:30am Coffee Break (Sponsor and Program Tables)
Representatives will be present at sponsor and program tables 
during scheduled breaks to perform live demonstrations, provide 
information, or answer questions on their respective topic or 
program. See page 8.

Foyer

Combined Session II: New Technologies, Advancements, and Best Practices 

10:30–12:00pm Speakers: Lavin Joseph (CDC), Logan Ray (CDC), Allison Foster (TN), 
Brendalee Viveiros (RI)  
Moderators: Kelley Hise (CDC), Samantha Bolten (Cornell University)

Salon A, B, C, D, E

Day 1: Tuesday, January 28, 2025 – 8:00 AM–5:00 PM
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Lunch

12:00–1:30pm On your own

Roundtables, Training, and Demonstrations 

Topic 1: Environmental Sampling 
Part I

Topic 2: Epi Outbreak Investigation 
Methods Part I 

Topic 3: PulseNet 2.0: Legends of 
the Roundtable

Location: Gulf Stream Location: Salon A, B, C, D, E Location: Causeway

1:30–
2:15pm

Facilitators:
Merriah Baker (GA)

1:30–
2:15pm

Facilitators: DJ Irving (TN), 
Amy Robbins (NY), 
Matt Wise (CDC)

1:30–
2:15pm

Facilitators:
Steven Stroika (CDC)

2:15–
2:25pm

Break 2:15–
2:25pm

Break 2:15–
2:25pm

Break

Topic 4: Environmental Sampling 
Part II

Topic 5: Epi Outbreak Investigation 
Methods Part II

Topic 6: CIDT Challenges in 
the Laboratory

2:25–
3:10pm

Facilitators: Samantha 
Bolten (Cornell University) 

2:25–
3:10pm

Facilitators: Lexi Palacios 
(CDC), Angelo Lodato 
(CDC), Hope Dishman 
(GA)

2:25–
3:10pm

Facilitators: Dave Boxrud 
(CDC), Valarie Devlin (VT)

3:10–
3:20pm 

Break 3:10–
3:20pm 

Break 3:10–
3:20pm 

Break
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Topic 7: CIFOR Toolkit Topic 8: Shigella Roundtable Topic 9: Laboratory Data Sharing, 
Sharing Isolates…

Location: Gulf Stream Location: Salon A, B, C, D, E Location: Causeway

3:20–
4:05pm

Facilitators: Doug 
Noveroske (FSIS) 

3:20–
4:05pm

Facilitators:
Naeemah Logan (CDC), 
Shannon McGinnis (PA), 
Julia Latash (NYC), 
Molly Leeper (CDC)

3:20–
4:05pm

Facilitators: Kelley Hise 
(CDC), Brian Sauders (NY), 
Peyton Smith (CDC)

4:05–
4:15pm

Break 4:05–
4:15pm

Break 4:05–
4:15pm

Break

Topic 10: Public Health Access 
to Farms  

Topic 11: Food Safety CoEs Topic 12: Cronobacter Roundtable

4:15–
5:00pm 

Facilitators: Misha Robyn 
(CDC), Jack Marr (TN), 
Paul Rehme (FL) 

4:15–
5:00pm 

Facilitators: Siobhan 
Dodds (TN), Emily Kack 
(TN), Paula Huth (NY), 
Samantha Bolten 
(Cornell University)

4:15–
5:00pm 

Facilitators: Jennifer 
Cope (CDC), 
Layne Dorough (CDC), 
Lavin Joseph (CDC), 
Cecile Punzalan (FDA), 
Carrell Rush (KY)





Day 2: Wednesday, January 29, 2025 Page 5

InFORM 2025: East Regional Meeting

8:00–
10:00am

Childhood Lead Exposure 
Linked to Apple Cinnamon 
Fruit Puree Pouches
Speaker: Edward Norman 
(NC)

Sick Workers? Not on 
the Menu! Introducing 
the EHS-Net Sick Worker 
Checklist 
Speaker: Erin Moritz (CDC)

Moderators: Satori Smith 
(TN), Jill Feinstein (CDC)

8:00–
9:15am

Leveraging Automated 
Analyses to Prioritize 
Investigations 
Speaker: Lenka Malec 
(NYC)

Automating Laboratory 
Report Reviews to 
Promote Data Quality and 
Timeliness 
Speaker: Lindsey Ferraro 
(AL)

Assessing the Accuracy 
of the Kentucky REDCap 
Cluster Tracker via Tableau 
Speaker: Gunnar Kennedy 
(KY)

Cluster Detection in 
Georgia: The Good, the 
Bad, and the Ugly 
Speaker: Hope Dishman 
(GA)

Virginia’s Vibriosis 
Data Repository 
Speaker: Victoria 
Alexander (VA)

Moderators: Oli Beaumont 
(NH), Kate Varela (CDC)

8:45–
9:30am

Dry Lab

PulseNet 2.0: Current 
Status & Future 
Developments 
Speaker: Kelley Hise (CDC) 

PulseNet 2.0 QAQC 
Speaker: Jennifer Adams 
(APHL)

Perspectives from State 
PHLs
Speakers: Neranjan 
Perera (CT), Sameera 
Sayeed (PA)

Moderators: Molly Leeper 
(CDC), Valarie Devlin (VT) 
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9:15–
10:00am

Evolution of Practices

Changing Surveillance 
Practices to Respond to 
an Increase Burden of 
Salmonellosis in NYC, 2024 
Speaker: Lan Li (NYC) 

Using a Building-Level 
Analysis for Norovirus 
Reports to Prioritize 
Transmission Prevention 
Efforts in Residential 
Congregate Settings 
in NYC 
Speaker: Julia Latash 
(NYC)

Well, Poop: Challenges 
with Specimen Collection 
Speakers: Rachel 
Tulibagenyi (AL), Nicole Lee 
(NC), and Nora Cox (TN)

Moderators: Mary Wikswo 
(CDC), Tamara Rissman 
(CT)

9:30-
10:00am

HMAS Update

Speakers: Andrew Huang 
(CDC), Jordan Ferguson 
(NC) 

Moderators: Chris Benton 
(NH), Victoria Mooney 
(CDC)

10:00–
10:30am

Coffee Break (Sponsor 
and Program Tables)

10:00–
10:30am

Coffee Break (Sponsor 
and Program Tables)

10:00–
10:30am

Coffee Break (Sponsor 
and Program Tables)
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Combined Session III: Success Stories in Prevention from Tennessee, New York State, and New York City

10:30–11:45am Speakers: Misha Robyn (CDC), Marisa Hast (CDC), Claire Umstead 
(TN), Paula Huth (NY), Julia Latash (NYC) 
Moderators: Brett Weed (FDA), Kelly Kline (PA) 

Salon A, B, C, D, E

Closing Remarks and Adjourn

11:45–12:00pm Speaker: Gwen Biggerstaff (CDC) Salon A, B, C, D, E

Optional Training 

Topic 1:  NORS Updates and Shellfish 
Outbreak Coordination

Topic 2: SEDRIC Topic 3: PulseNet 2.0

Location: Salon A, B, C, D, E Location: Causeway Location: Gulf Stream

1:30–
5:00pm

NORS Updates (1:30–2:30pm) 
Shellfish Outbreak 
Coordination (2:40–5:00pm)

Facilitators: Jessica Jones 
(FDA), Bess Ormond (FDA), 
Michael Lombardi (FDA), 
Sherri McGarry (CDC), 
Jeffrey Torres (CDC), Mary 
Wikswo (CDC), Hannah 
Lawinger (CDC)

1:30–
5:00pm

Facilitators: Logan Ray 
(CDC), Layne Dorough 
(CDC), Sarah Verlander 
(CDC), Lexi Palacios (CDC)

1:30–
5:00pm

Facilitators: Molly Leeper 
(CDC), Kelley Hise (CDC), 
Steven Stroika (CDC), 
Lavin Joseph (CDC), 
Jennifer Adams (APHL) 
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Program Tables

Day 1: Tuesday, January 28, 2025  |  10:00–10:30 AM, Foyer 

CDC’s Division of Foodborne, Waterborne, and Environmental Diseases (DFWED) Prevention Office

CDC’s National Surveillance Team (NST)

Council to Improve Foodborne Outbreak Response (CIFOR)

Integrated Food Safety Centers of Excellence (Food Safety CoEs)

National Antimicrobial Resistance Monitoring System (NARMS)

National Environmental Assessment Reporting System (NEARS) 

National Outbreak Reporting System (NORS), NoroSTAT, CaliciNet, National Respiratory and Enteric Virus Surveillance 
System (NREVSS) Enhanced 

PulseNet 2.0  

System for Enteric Disease Response, Investigation, and Coordination (SEDRIC) 

U.S. Department of Agriculture’s Food Safety and Inspection Service (USDA-FSIS) 
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Day 2: Wednesday, January 29, 2025  |  10:00–10:30 AM, Foyer

CDC’s Division of Foodborne, Waterborne, and Environmental Diseases (DFWED) Prevention Office

CDC’s National Surveillance Team (NST)

Council to Improve Foodborne Outbreak Response (CIFOR)

Integrated Food Safety Centers of Excellence (Food Safety CoEs) 

National Antimicrobial Resistance Monitoring System (NARMS)

National Environmental Assessment Reporting System (NEARS) 

National Outbreak Reporting System (NORS), NoroSTAT, CaliciNet, National Respiratory and Enteric Virus Surveillance 
System (NREVSS) Enhanced 
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Thank you to our 2025 InFORM Regional Meeting Sponsors! 


