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Guidance for Septic Systems Before,
During, and After a Flood

I Background

This resource provides guidance for septic system users before, during, and after a
food. Understanding your septic system type, location, and components before a food
occurs will make this guide more useful. Please visit neha.org to access educational

resources for septic system users.




I Before the Flood

$0ZD\V NHHS \RXU VHSIWF VAVIHP ZH) PDLQWDLQHG D ZH() PDLQWDLQHG VHSILF VAVIHP LV
EHWHU DEH IR ZLWKVWDQG WKH VIUHVVHV RI D n,RRG ZI \RX (LYH LQ D n,RRG SURQH DUHD WDNH
these steps to protect your septic system.

- Know and document all components of your septic system. Take photos of the
FRQQHFILRQV DQG VAVIHP FRP SRQHQWY 7KHVH SKRIIRV ZL0 EH KHISIX0 LI FRP SRQHQIV
DUH GHVIIUR\HG DQG \RX QHHG WR UHSIDFH WKHP RU L0H LQVXUDQFH FIDLPV ODNH VXUH \RXU
SKRIRV DQG RU GRFXPHQWV LQFIXGH

Septic tank location

6HSILF VAVIHP UHFRUGV RU GUDZLQJV

Electrical components

- Make sure the land around the manhole covers is sloped downwards so that




I During the Flood

- Follow emergency and evacuation advice for your area.

- Eliminate all non-essential water use DQG nXVK WRLHWV DV (LWIH DV SRVVLEMH LI
HYDFXDILRQ LV QR QHHGHG

- If the drain Feld becomes covered with water, do not use the system DQG DYRLG
FRQUDFI ZLWK DQ\ VWIDQGLQJ ZDWHU WKDW PD\ FRQWDLQ VHZDJH

- Try to fnd other toilets if your septic system is damaged. ZI WKHUH DUH QR
IXQFILRQLQJ WRLHWV DYDLIDEOH VHH WKH JXLGDQFH RQ WHP SRUDU\ WRLOHIV EHIRZ




- Reduce water use XQW WKH VAVIHP LV LQVSHFWHG DQG UHSDLUHG

Avoid sending basement sump pump water into the septic system.
Re-route water from roof gutters DZD\ IURP WKH GUDLQ ILHIG
Take short showers

Limit laundry and dishwashing
Turn off the water ZKLWH EUXVKLQJ WHHIK VKDYLQJ RU ULQVLQJ GLVKHV
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