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Northwest Portland Area Indian Health Board 
Community Environmental Health Profiles 

The Northwest Portland Area Indian Health Board (NPAIHB) is developing Community 
Environmental Health Profiles (CEHPs) for Pacific Northwest Tribes through the NPAIHB 
Environmental Public Health Program. The CEHPs are comprehensive written reports that 
describe a tribal community's environmental health status, needs, and resources and are 
developed by conducting Community Environmental Health Assessments (CEHAs) and 
Community Environmental Health Improvement Plans (CEHIPs). The CEHAs will include 
collecting, analyzing, and interpreting a system of integrated health effect, exposure, 
intervention, and hazard data to characterize the community's environmental health status, 
needs, and issues. The process will also include collecting and incorporating tribal input and 
traditional ecological knowledge through interviews and surveys. The CEHIPs will map 
community assets, engage community members, and integrate each Tribe's cultural and 
organizational strengths into action plans to improve the community's environmental health 
status and determine how and where resources should be allocated to best meet and address 
the community needs identified through the CEHA. These efforts will be done in partnership 
with the Tribes and will be tribal and community-led; for the community b

• In addition, using separate program dollars, the NPAIHB can offer the following to
support the effort:

o Up to $5K to help support the effort in each community. These funds may be used to
cover staff time, provide incentives and honorariums for key informants and
community members to provide input into the process, host community meetings to
get input/buy-in, print resources, or other expenses directly related to the CEHA and
CEHIP process.

Strategy and Methods 

We will utilize the Social-Ecological Model (SEM) as a systems-level approach to understand the 
dynamic interrelations among various personal, social, and environmental factors. The SEM 
describes a conceptual framework that can be used to understand the multilevel factors that  
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influence the health status of individuals and populations and the components that address 
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Outcome Goals/Deliverables 

Each tribal community will be provided a Community Environmental Health Assessment report 
that summarizes the data collection process and findings, as well as a Community 
Environmental Health Improvement Plan that identifies and prioritizes long-term goals and 
action items to elevate the status of and better serve the public health of their community 
members. The CEHA and CEHIP will be compiled into a final report:  The Community 
Environmental Health Profile (CEHP). The CEHP, or sub-parts, may be used for getting funding, 
developing other projects, implementing policies, or requesting assistance or action from other 


